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We taught our girls they could grow up and do a man’s job.  True equality will happen when we teach our boys what women do.  


Every so often you meet those rare individuals who can manage everything well; their health, their looks, the family, the house, the gardens, the jobs.  Somehow they even have time for family dinners and fun.  Meet Linda and Steve, one of those couples who can juggle a dozen things at once.   They make it look easy; it’s not.  
 Of all the things they’ve done well, perhaps their greatest achievement is what they taught their two boys who are now in their 20s and living elsewhere.  It’s a guarantee that as Son #1 and Son #2 packed to leave, the most important things they took with them were  the lessons they learned at home.
  Know What’s Important:  Before taking a girl out on a date, the boys were taught to greet the girl’s parents with a firm handshake and to look them straight in the eye.  They also learned to bring a gift to the parents on that first date.  It could be simple and small...M&M’s in a jar...but they had to bring something.  They learned to hold pleasant conversations with adults even as teens. 
 Get Up and Dance:  Linda and Steve did their share of entertaining at home, and they made sure their boys were involved.  That meant getting up and dancing when the adults did.  And that meant getting up and dancing at school...and that meant asking a girl to dance.  Get in the fun and make sure others are having a good time too.

Play...Outside:   Computer time was all about school work;  game time on the computer was limited.  The family cooked, ate, and played outside as much as possible, whether in the back yard or somewhere else.   Friends  and extended family were encouraged to join in the fun.   
Know Your Table Manners: At the dinner table, the boys were given the honor of saying grace, and should there be guests, each guest’s name was mentioned in the prayer.  No one ate until everyone was served. Anyone who thought of playing games, texting, or making phone calls during dinner  was a dead man

Follow up and follow through:  If people sent them something or gave them a gift,  the boys were expected to either write a thank you note or make a phone call.  They took time for pleasantries and to acknowledge the time and effort.  I’ve been charmed and impressed more than once  for just this. 

Everyone works:  As the boys grew older, their chores and responsibilities grew.  They were expected to maintain good grades, just as both parents were expected to do well in their jobs. They were also expected to work around the house. They were a family, this was their home, and children were expected to help maintain that home.   If they didn’t or if they whined, a dessert, treat, or reward was denied.  If they did, there was fun and good times for all. 

Know the value of entertaining:  Linda hired her own boys to serve and help run family functions.  The boys learned  how to set a table, decorate a house, cook, and serve food. They also learned how to greet people, socialize and network.

Pick up and put away:  When Linda would take me on a tour of the house (something was always changing) I was always surprised to see that the boys’ rooms were fairly neat.  Not perfect, but orderly, a sense that everything had its place. Linda taught them the habits and strategies necessary to maintain order in their lives and in their rooms.   Today, Son #1, now in California, is fastidious about his clothing and has a lovely apartment.  Son #2, who is sharing a house with roommates, will take part of his weekend to clean up after the others and tidy up the house.
Son #1 just announced his engagement.  My first reaction:  lucky girl.  I’ll think the same when Son #2 gets engaged.   Here are men who can manage their lives and their homes.  Furthermore, they can hold fascinating conversations and know how to entertain. They’re kind and gracious. They make others feel important and special. They know how to say thank you.  

 In the business world, should they be wined and dined by executives, they’ll know which fork to use and not to eat until the boss does. They will know better than to take or make a call at the table.  They’ll know the value of a good handshake and eye contact. They may even bring a gift.

It would be unfair to be glib or self-righteous at this juncture,  expecting parents everywhere to follow this example.  Establishing boundaries is not easy.  Maintaining discipline in a busy world of working parents is a challenge.  

But the rewards down the road are the payoff.  These men have been taught to care, to pay attention to the little things that matter.   These are the men that women hope to marry.  These are the men that aging parents know will be there for them.  

In a world where success is often measured by money – and our economy has shown  how flimsy that can be -  maybe raising boys to be gracious and capable men deserves the top billing instead.  
