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Spring cleaning finds people in a frenzied state of wanting to
downsize and let go, but surprisingly, many want to do more than
just drop things off at a charity, consignment shop, or auction.
An emotional umbilical cord keeps some people attached to
those no-longer needed items because they want their things to
go someplace special, and they ask me, “Who really needs this
stuff 27

Lhave a list of creative suggestions that give many that sense of
closure and purpose they seek when parting with possessions.

Theatres For such a tiny state, Delaware has a remarkable number
of theatres, from professional to community; and they could use
some very specific things.

Gina Scarnatti , director of production and education at Opera
Delaware, asked for the following items, and is speaking for other
theatres as well with this list: men’s, women’s and children’s formal
wear; corduroy pants in any condition for period breeches and
distressed peasant wear; men’s hats (no baseball caps); women’s
hats, particularly ones with wide brims that can be covered and
ornamented for period costuming; dress gloves; men’s plaid
pants, which were popular in the 1830’ in the United States and
in Europe; fur pieces; fur hats; large men’s shoes, starting at size
11; pocket watches; wedding dresses and slips from the 1990’
or before the 1980’; corsets; good wigs, large pieces of jewelry;
old cameras; old working typewriters; large floor mirrors;
interesting, old decorative pieces; old phones (with cords or
older), Victorian velvet furniture, Edwardian lo oking pieces.

Contact the following theatres: Opera Delaware, The Delaware
Children’s Theatre, The Delaware Theatre Company, Candlelight
Dinner Theatre, The Wilmington Drama League, and Chapel
Street Players.

Animal hospitals and shelters are looking for clean linens,
particularly blankets and towels to use as animal bedding and
to wrap animals in when returning them from surgery to their
owners.

The YWCA Delaware in Wilmington, director Jenny Pitts, is
looking for gently used furniture, kitchen and household items.
The Y has a program to help women who have led challenged
lives and who need help starting over. When these women
have finished the program and have secured both a job and an
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apartment, they can go to a storage unit of your donated furniture
and household items and choose what they will need to start their
new lives.

The Sunday Breakfast Mission: on Popular Street in Wilmington
isheaded by Reverend Laymon. It provides meals, rehabilitation,
and housing for the homeless, hungry and hurting as well as
numerous programs that include job training and spiritual
reflection. Besides welcomed food donations, the Mission
appreciates any gently used men’s clothing, furniture, and
household items which can either be sold or given to those in
need, either at the Mission or the surrounding community.

In all cases, please call first to verify that your donations are
suitable, to arrange how items are going to get to their location,
and note that someone will be present to accept your donations,
to thank you, and to give you a tax deduction form.

Creative donating is not a matter of just loading things into the
car or truck and dropping them off. There is time, effort and
conversation involved, but there may also be an interesting

story.

My father’s hats have been in plays; my mother’s dress gloves in
operas. A friend whose husband had passed was delighted that T
took his clothes and shoes to the Sunday Breakfast Mission for
those who needed clothing and spiritual guidance. People from
the community and hotels contacted me to donate furniture and
linens for the YWCA as Katrina victims settled in Delaware. A
friend’s cat who finally had to have a leg amputated came to him
on several occasions wrapped in baby blankets and throws. So
you never know the new life those donated items will take on
once they have left you.

Inall cases, you can leave with a good feeling in your heart and in
some cases, a tax donation form in your hand. And that brings
me to my final detail: donations make about a 10% to 11%
difference in your taxable income whether they’re cash or non-
cash charitable contributions. It’s a very small number. It won't
send your kids to college or your family to the beach, but you
will have made a difference, both for an organization and in your
own home.
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