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While each of my clients has a unique setting, many of them have similar issues in their homes.  If you’re looking to do something different while solving a few problems, consider the following:

1.  Think Vertically:  If a room is running out of space, I let my eyes sweep across the room.  If all the furniture is mid height to the wall, the room is horizontal.  A tall bookcase, armoire, cabinets or display case will give the room height as well as extra storage.

2. Lighting: When clients say they just aren’t comfortable in a particular room, I look for sources of light.  Often, I find people relying on one or two lamps or just the overhead fixture.  Investing in a few inexpensive lamps  can make all the difference in the warmth and efficiency of a room.

3.  Cute versus Practical: Organizers and cubbies in catalogues; sometimes they work; sometimes they don’t.  They’re cute and colorful, but not always large enough to handle what needs to be contained, whether it’s toys in the bedroom or clothing by the front door.  Be realistic about children growing, things getting larger and how much needs to be stored. Seek versatile solutions; a bureau in the living room or hallway; shelving with attractive baskets.    If you purchase cute and you’re “trying” to make it work, it isn’t working at all.  

4.  Delight the Eye:  Collections are art; not clutter.  All the items in a collection don’t have to be out at the same time.  Bringing out a few pieces at a time in a grouping means they can be valued and seen more clearly.  And they can be contained and viewed.  A friend who has a collection of vintage jewelry, has everything beautifully mounted in shadow boxes. Whatever your passion, let it be an interesting part of the décor and something that delights the eye.

5.  Understand Your Space:  Every good work space  has three key ingredients:  good lighting, a good surface, and good storage.  Your dining room and kitchen have the lighting and the surfaces, but not the storage, at least not for projects and papers. Thus the clutter issues in those rooms.  Consider designing any workspace as you would a kitchen:  cabinets on the walls, drawers and cabinets below, plentiful shelving, extra surfaces and good lighting.  Once, I recommended that a woman do her craftwork in a large bathroom she wasn’t using: the lighting, surfaces and storage were all there.  She thought it was a great idea. 

6. Office Basements:   Basements are usually cooler, darker and noisier  than other rooms and there’s always the excitement and damage of a leaking water heater.  If the office must be in the basement, make that area safe, warm, and attractive and away from the holiday decorations and tools.  Bring in good lighting, and you just might descend those stairs to take care of business

7.  Respect the bedroom:  Is everything in the bedroom appropriate?  If it’s housing old boxes of baby clothes and fishing poles, let your basement do its job. Look at the bedroom decor.  Lace and kittens have made it her room; gun racks and sports equipment have made it his.  Neutralize the room and see that the bed allows easy access on both sides with good lighting.  

8.  Pillows:  A few seasonal and colorful  pillows can refresh the look of a room in an instant without great expense.  A dozen of them on a bed may look good in a magazine, but are hardly inviting for romance or a good night’s sleep.

9.  Cookbooks and Clipped Recipes:  Celebrity cooking shows -  celebrity cookbooks.  Think. What do you eat? How do you eat?  Do you cook?  Are you keeping it simple or is gourmet entertaining your passion?  Keep what you realistically will use and try.  You’ll be surprised how much space you can recapture in your kitchen and on your bookshelves. 

10.  Allergies and Safety:   A cluttered house is difficult to clean, can lead to allergies,  and is not easily navigated. Even if you hire a cleaning crew, you have to clear the clutter first. Do you have clear paths and exits? Could paramedics easily reach you if there were a medical emergency in the house?  

11.  Magazines and newspapers:  To the recycle bin.  Please.   Instant change.  To think otherwise is merely to procrastinate with the false belief that you have missed the one article that is going to change your life. 

12.  Memories:   The latest thing these days is beautiful storage boxes; every size, color and shape is out there. I usually bring one with me to every job.  You’ll feel better about clearing the clutter when you know you can keep your personal notes, souvenir post cards, and pictures someplace that’s attractive . 

