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I use this phrase with all my clients.  I have watched faces soften, bodies relax, and tension melt.  “Let someone else love it” is a concept that has freed many from the angst of deciding what to do with what has become too much.  Here’s who might love what you would like to give.

Habitat for Humanity:  This organization is both a store and a service.   The ReStore, located at 320 Cornell Drive, Suite C2, Wilmington DE  19801, would love to have the tools, building supplies, paints and fixtures that could help someone rebuild a home and a life. They also take furniture and appliances. The ReStore sells inexpensively everything you would find in home store warehouses and is open to the public.   If you have large items or many items to donate, call Joe Robertson at 652-5181 and he will send out a truck. 

Theatres: No one can salvage, restore, and reuse better than the elves who work back stage at theatres.  Leland Kimball, producing artistic director of Opera Delaware

(658-8063 X 3253) speaks for many theatres that are looking for men’s, women’s and children’s formal wear, men’s corduroy and plaid pants,  men’s and women’s hats with brims, vintage clothing, capes, dress gloves, corsets, blouses, wedding dresses and petticoats. Good wigs, large pieces of jewelry and pocket watches would love to be on stage. Old cameras, phones and typewriters, interesting old decorative pieces, and Victorian-type furniture would love to set the stage.  A theatre near you would be an appreciative recipient.  

Animal shelters and hospitals:   Think of these when cleaning out the linen closet. Cages require soft bedding, and animals coming out of surgery need to be wrapped in something clean and warm before being returned to their owners.  

YWCA Delaware in Wilmington: 

Evelyn Baldwin (658-7110) who deals with married couples, and both single women and single men with children has several programs that take those who are challenged and homeless into self-sufficiency. The goal: keep families together.  They are looking for new sheets and towels as well as consumables for babies and cleaning products.  High on the list are new toiletries, grooming products, and makeup. 

The Sunday Breakfast Mission:  Besides food donations, the Mission appreciates any gently used men’s clothing, furniture, linens, and household items which can either be sold or given to those in need, either at the Mission or the surrounding community.  Call Janice Laymon at 656-8542. Any donation is a good donation.  A trip to their website will show you how they serve their community. 

Libraries:  Neda Green from Friends of the Wilmington Library (571-7407) says libraries would love donations of your gently used, clean books, both for their collection and for Friends of the Library which sells books and uses the proceeds to upgrade the library’s needs.  Children’s books, CD’s, DVD’s, VHS tapes, and book collections of music, history, etc., are very welcomed. If you have a large number of books to donate, call Neda to make arrangements to have a volunteer come out to help you. Please no textbooks, encyclopedias; nothing yellowed or moldy.  

Day Care Centers:  They are looking for age appropriate toys, children’s learning games, educational items,  and art and craft supplies. Children’s books are always welcomed as one manager said she could never get enough.  Children’s furniture, infant equipment, and clean blankets are also appreciated.

Charities:  The Goodwill, The Clothing Bank of Delaware, the Salvation Army (sends out a truck)  and Catholic Charities all have good reason to collect your gently used clothing and household goods: they work in partnerships with each other, each stretching budgets and volunteers, each providing the services and strengths to a growing population that is experiencing more challenges and greater poverty at a younger age.   
Many  charities also work beyond the local communities, sending donations to countries that have experienced natural disasters.   They all ask that you donate that which you would consider using or wearing yourself; please, nothing broken or stained. 

 If you are ready to do some creative donating, please call the organization or theatre first to see that someone will greet you and be ready to accept what you have to give.  While most of these organizations will be happy to give you a tax receipt, the real value comes in giving yourself emotional closure.

Let someone else love it.  It will take on a new life once it has left your hands and make a difference in someone else’s. 

