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Flashback fifteen years: a pile
of rocks on my right, six bags
of dirt on my left, the perfect
design in my hand, and me,
leaning on a shovel.

I made a phone call; Thomas
came to my rescue.

“This is a great design,” he
exclaimed looking at my graph
paper and the piles. “What's
your problem?”

“I can't do this” I replied.

He looked at me quizzically.
“You can do everything,” he
said. “Are you telling me you
can’t move dirt?”

“I'm telling you that I'm
staring at the dirt. I can’t getit
where it needs to go to change
the shape of this front yard.”
And with that, Thomas began
shoveling, and together we
moved rocks and dirt and
planted and changed a sad
city front yard into something
beautiful and easy to maintain.

This summer, I looked at the
fence in my back yard, neon
green with mold. Foliage was
getting old and dying out.
My oasis of lights, trees, a
fountain, and flowering plants
needed to change. The design
no longer worked.

I grabbed a shovel and started

ripping out a rock barrier. I
scrubbed the fence and hosed
off the green mold. I bought

the stain. I moved pots
and planters out of the
way. And then, for the

next two weeks, I stared
atitall.

I made a phone call;
Linda arrived a day later
with tools and gloves.
“What'’s your problem
back here?” she asked,
pointing to my weedy
patches beyond the patio
and the pile of rocks.
“I'm stuck,” Isaid. “I
just don’t know what to
do with this now.”

She looked at me
incredulously. She went
through my résumé of work
and projects, the moving and
shaking I bad done over the
years. “ You do everything!
Are you telling me you can’t
move dirt?”

This sounded familiar.
Apparently I can do
everything but move dirt.
Linda grabbed a shovel, and
suddenly the plethora of
weeds and sickly plants were

gone. The earth was being
cleared and leveled.

“What's the story on this
hydrangea tree?” she asked.
“Oh, I thought I might put a
bench under it”

“It’s ugly” she replied.

Islept on those words and
the next day, cup of coffee in
hand, Isaw my twenty- year-

old cherished tree with
new eyes. The shade from
the neighbors’ trees was
killing the back of it. The
soil had never been right;
the trunk had never fully
developed. The flowers
were getting smaller
every year. The trunk

was leaning into the east
and the branches were
grasping for light from the
west. It was never going
to be pretty, it was never
going to get lush, and it

| was never going to bloom
right ever again. Why was
I clutching onto this tree
like a mini skirt from the 70’s?
Didn’t I know better?

Linda arrived the next day
with more tools. I was
screwing loose fence boards
back into place when she
asked, “Okay, what’s the story
on this tree?”

“Take it away,” I lamented.
Ilooked away long enough

to put one more screw into
aboard, and when I looked
back, she had Jopped off the
top. Only a scrawny, five-foot
trunk was left. She grabbed it
by the top, and with a couple
of hearty heaves, broke it off at
its roots.

“That tree was dying,” she
stated. “ No tree gives up that
easily unless something is
wrong at the root.”

The tree was gone, and the
backyard immediately looked
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newer, larger and cleaner.
Linda’s husband, Steve, arrived
with a truck and hauled away
my backyard silliness. I could
start anew.

1 thought of my challenging
gardens and my clients.

So often there are issues

at the roots that manifest
themselves into those
cluttered spaces. Sometimes
we all hang onto things longer
than we should, fearing the
drastic measures needed for
real change. Sometimes we
all need that someone who
makes us see our space with
new eyes. Sometimes we
need someone with a shovel
who is fearless and willing

to help. Sometimes we just
need someone to haul it away.
Sometimes we finally realize...
we can’t do it all.

Karen Jessee is o professional
organizer and founder of Simply
Organized. She is a member of the
National Association of Professional
Organizers and the Philadelphia
Chapter of Professional Organizers.|
She encourages people to simplify
their lives and works with those who
need to downsize and gef orgonized.|
Karen helps clients make the
decisions and create the systems that
are best for them. She also teaches
the strategies to help clients gain
greater clarity, contrel, productivity
and peace. Karen is @ public speaker
on these topics. Visit her website at:
www.nowsimplyorganized.com

25





